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Of his favorite pursuit he says: ‘In 
the study of botany, as well as in other 
things, I found it necessary to keep to the 
limitations of the Spirit of Truth, lest 
these things should gain an undue place in 
my mind and become as idols. drawing my 
attention from that love and service to God, 
which was needful to my growth in grace, 
and due from me to the Author of all the 
mercies I enjoyed. My health being greatly 
improved I had much consideration as to 
what business I should follow; and finding 
an opening for gaining instruction in an ex- 
tensive nursery ground in the neighborhood 
of Norwich, I embraced it, and remained 
there two years.” 
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burden had now become too heavy to be 
borne any longer, and I uttered a few sen. 
tences as we stood. A solemn pause ensued, 
after which we took leave of the afflicted 
family, my heart overflowing with gratitude 
to God who, after permitting me to feel my 
own weakness, had strengthened me thus 
openly to avow myself in His service. The 
offence of the cross was taken away in a mo. 
ment, and my mind was filled with peace, 
Thus in great weakness began that ministry 
which the Lord has called for the exercise of 
and made way for so extensively. 

“A few weeks after this something was 
impressed upon my mind to be communicated 
in the meeting at Norwich, and after much 


In this situation James Backhouse was| hesitation I was enabled to give expression 


associated with some who, though “ gentle- 


i to it. 


From time to time I was thus exer- 







manly in appearance and kind in deport-|cised, and I often had a few words of Chris. 
ment,” had not come under the restraining | tian exhortation to address to friends in the 
influence of religion. He was particularly | domestic circle. These offerings were made 
pained by frequently hearing the Divine! 


name profaned, and there is reason to believe 
that his own circumspect example and 
marked disapproval had a great effect in 
checking the sinful practice ; and he had the 
satisfaction of seeing some for whom he had 
felt great interest delivered from the bond- 
age of Satan, and brought to serve and 
honor the Lord. “Under great pressure of 
spirit,” he remarks, “I often expostulated 
with persons whom I heard swearing or 
taking the name of God in vain. This was 
frequently the case, as I had to pass through 
the city to my lodgings. In these cases I 
met with much openness, as I kept to the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ; but 
when in zeal against evil I ventured to re- 
buke in the heat of my own spirit, I some- 
times met with but a rough reception.” 

Of his preparation for the calling and 
work of the gospel ministry he thus speaks: 
“From my school days I had at inter- 
vals impressions of duty to speak in ministry 
in meetings for worship, but I flinched from 
them, and in consequence became time after 
time like one given over into the hand of his 
enemy. This conflicting state continued till 
toward the end of 1814. At that time I had 


accompanied two friends in a visit of sympa- 
thy to a young man involved in affliction by 
On 
entering the room where several of his rela- 
tions were assembled he drew me to a chair 
I had not been long seated when I 


the death of his wife and two children. 


by him. 


felt it my duty to pray for him vocally. I 


shrank from this public offering, praying in 
spirit for him, and desiring of the Lord that 
that might be accepted instead. After some 
time H. E. addressed the company, and sub- 
sequently we remained some time in silence, 
when a movement toward withdrawing was 
made, and we all arose from our seats. 





My 


in great weakness and fear, and, from my 
constitutional trepidation, in much trembling. 
About this time I was first impressed with 
the belief that it was the will of the Lord 
that, at a future time, I should go on a Gos. 
pel errand into Australia. The impression 
was sudden, but very clear. It occurred as 
|I was standing in the nursery-ground at 
| Norwich, not thinking on such subjects. | 
‘felt as though I could have sunk under it, 
| but I dared not to oppose it, and I prayed 
|in spirit that if it were indeed the will of 
| God, He would be pleased to prepare me for 
it, and to open the way for it, both in my 
/own mind and in the minds of my friends. 
Often afterwards, even when sunk very low 
through unfaithfulness in other respects, if | 
turned to this subject in the same confiding 
state, the feeling of heavenly peace attended 
it; so that, solemn as was the prospect, it 
was to me as a table spread in the wilder- 
| ness, full of the feeling of the love of God in 
His dear Son. 

“ Notwithstanding these favors from the 
Lord,” the writer continues, ‘‘I ran into 
speculations about the unity of the Godhead, 
so that I became much beclouded, and seemed 
to lose hold of my past experience, but the 
Lord in His mercy did not forsake me. He 
gave me to see that in this state of darkness 
I must beware of adopting any theory by 
the mere natural understanding, lest I should 
settle down in error, and that I must be con- 
tent to feel my ignorance, and wait patiently 
till He should give me light. My way closed 
up in regard to ministry, and the enemy of 
my soul often triumphed over me. But this 
Jed me continually to Jesus, as the fountain 
set open, in the mercy of the Father, for sia 
and uncleanness. I was also given to see, 
in process of time, that all our good desires 
are awakened by the Holy Spirit, sent to us 
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of the Father, in the name of the Son, and 
to recognize the fact, humbling indeed to the 








James Backhouse lived to be 74 years old, 
and died in the year 1869. In his last ill- 


pride of fallen human nature, but neverthe-| ness he frequently spoke of the necessity of 
less philosophically clear, that the finite mind | dependence in faith upon the Saviour ; that, 


of man cannot comprehend that which is in- 
finite, either in space, duration, or deity ; al- 





} 


‘“‘as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be 


though, according to its capacity, and the! lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him 


measure of light it has received, it may ap- 
prehend something respecting them. 
under the feeling of the love and mercy of 


the Father, the efficacy of the redemption, | 


Thus, | 


j 
| 


mediation, and intercession of the Son, the) 


comfort and teaching of the Holy Spirit, and 
the conviction of the finiteness of my own 


mind, I was enabled to settle down in rever-| 


ent adoration of God, and in daily, almost 
constant, communion with Him.” 


In 1816 Jumes Backhouse commenced | 


business as a nurseryman at York, and in 
1831 he entered upon that extensive mission- 
ary journey in the southern hemisphere, 
which has been already alluded to. He had 


for companion George W. Walker, of New-| 


castle. In this undertaking, to which the 
Lord had manifestly called both of them, 
they believed it to be their especial duty to 
preach the glad tidings of salvation to the 
numerous prisoner population in the Aus- 
tralian colonies. Their first visit was to 
Tasmania, where they went through all the 
convict stations, and where also they had 
religious interviews with the settlers of all 


ranks up to the governor. From this colony } 


they sailed to Sydney, and tu the dismal 
penal settlement of Norfolk Island, at which 
place, before they took their leave, an ad- 
dress of gratitude was presented to them by 
the prisoners. 
their Christian work through New South 
Wales and Moreton Bay, Melbourne, and 
South and Western Australia; and wherever 
they came they found it their duty to recom- 
mend the disuse of intoxicating drinks, a 
practice which they believed to be of vast 
importance as a handmaid to the Gospel. 
From Australia they crossed the ocean to 
Mauritius, and from thence to the Cape of 
Good Hope. In this extensive colony they 
spent two and a half years, travelling 
amongst the settlers, Dutch and English, and 
through various tribes of natives in and be- 
yond the colony—Hottentots, Caffers, 
Griquas, &c., and visiting the stations, far 
and near, of all the missionary societies. In 
the course of the journey, James Backhouse | 
acquired sufficient knowledge of the Dutch) 
language to preach without an interpreter. 
On his return to this country he resumed 
his business as a nurseryman at York, re- 


siding in or near that city until his death. | 


During this period he made several other) 
religious journeys in England, 
Scotland, and Norway. 


They diligently pursued | 





should not perish but have eternal life.” 
‘‘What a mercy it is,” he said, “to have 
the blood of Jesus to look to: a sense of the 
great love of God in sending His dear Son 
to die for our sins has been much before my 
mind ; ”’ adding, after a solemn pause, ‘‘ The 
language is, ‘ Behold, I have cast all thy 
sins behind my back.’ ” 

On the day before he died he spoke of the 
goodness and mercy of the Lord which had 
foliowed him all the dgys of his life, and 
of his assurance that he should dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever; and in reference 
to the truths of the Gospel he said, “ I see 
them now with a clearness beyond what I 
ever saw before.”—Manchester Friends’ 
Tract. 


————_<g2——_______. 


For Friends’ Review. 
PREPARING THE WAY. 


‘“‘ Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” was 
the cry of the herald when the Son of God 
was about to manifest Himself upon the 
earth. The stern and solemn voice of the 
prophet rang out in the world’s wilderness, 
“Make straight a highway for our God.” 

For thousands of years the preparation 
had been going on. In what did that prep- 
aration consist? Had the world been 
growing better and better by a progression 
in righteousness until it was worthy to wel- 
come the Lord? History forbids such a con- 
clusion. 

There was, indeed, an onward march in 
intellectual and material advancement, en- 
larging the capacity to receive the Gospel, 
and multiplying the facilities to communi- 
cate and extend it. ~Jewish enlightenment 
and Grecian culture, and Roman organiza- 
tion,were prepared as instruments for Chris- 
tianity to use. But the essential prepara- 
tion for Christ’s coming to bless mankind, 
was in that experience by which they learned 
their need of Him. This is the preparation 
that is availing still— 

“All the fitness He requireth, 
Is to feel our need of Him.” 


Souls were hungering and thirsting. There 
was a craving for peace which the right- 
eousness df the most conscientious Jew 
could not give. A happiness was sought, 


which could not be found in all the intel- 
Ireland, | lectual resources and skilled arts of the 
| Greeks. 


A foundation for faith was needed, 
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and an enduring inheritance for hope, which 
Rome in all her power and glory could not 
achieve. This mighty need,which none else 
could satisfy,was the preparation for Christ’s 
coming in the flesh. The voice of him who 
was sent to prepare the way,cried ‘‘ Repent !” 

That cry, which pierced souls, humbling 
them to prayer and contriting them to peni- 
tence, sprang out of the profound conviction 
that the world lieth in wickedness. A right 
recognition of this great fact, is a ne- 
cessary preparation for the Saviour. The 
preaching of John the Baptist made men 
feel that they were sinners. He brought 
home the incisive truth that convicted them 
as transgressors of the law of God. The 
preaching of Peter at Pentecost, and of all 
the Apostles, made men feel that they were 
sinners—even betrayers and murderers of 
Christ the Lord. 

The great revivals of Christianity since, 
bear witness that the Gospel which shall 
arouse slumbering souls and slumbering 
nations, must emphasize the fact and the 
guilt of sin. The cross whieh showed, be- 
yond all that language could tell, God’s love 
for sinners, showed at the same time, be- 
yond what language could tell, His hatred 
of sin. Our apprehension of the one will be 
in proportion to our apprehension of the 
other. We shall love much, as we realize 
that we have been'forgiven much. 

In the great miracle and mystery of 
Atonement, God forgives in such a way as 
to destroy sin. The Divine law is not 
made void, but established, and the purged 
conscience will be quickened and tender to 
guard against even the smallest wrong- 
doing. 

Our age congratulates itself, as one of 
rapid improvement; but seers have warned 
us of the decay of conscience. If a better 
age shall come, more filled with the Spirit 
of Christ, the way will be prepared by hu- 
miliation and confession before God. The 
axe must be laid at the root of the evil tree, 
as a preparation still, for the coming of the 
kingdom of Heaven. Crucifixion to sin 
and self, must ever precede resurrection to 
new life. 

The wonders of redeeming grace can 
never be fully learned until we learn what it 
saves from, as well as what it brings fo. 
The Master will teach these parts of the 
truth, in the order and in the way He sees 
best, to every disciple as he is ready to re- 
ceive it. Some seem to apprehend one part 
first, and some the other. Inthe Bible, the 
law prepares the way for the Gospel. The 
first book is a record of the fall and its con- 
sequent woes, the last book is the Apoca- 
lypse. And the song of the redeemed, 

which ascribes glory and dominion forever 
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to ‘Him that loved us,” recounts first— 
“He washed us from our sins in His own 
blood,” and then—* He hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and His Father.” 

J. B. 


Providence, R. I. 


-~~@0——— 


THE GIPSY VAN.* 

The author of the book from which this 
account has been taken, an English lady, 
had found many boys in a neighboring ham- 
let ‘‘ who thronged the streets and highways 
on Sunday afternoons, uncared for, and un- 
taught.” A Scripture-reader opened a class 
for them and gathered a few, but leaving 
the neighborhood, there seemed no one to 
continue the school. E. R. Cotton’s heart 
so yearned for them that she obtained per- 
mission to talk to them just once, and this 
led, through various steps, to the formation 
of a flourishing Bible-school for these boys, 
who crowded to her sympathetic, simple 
and earnest telling of the love of Christ, 
and of His salvation. 

“Our room in ‘The Orchard’ (the name 
of a row of small houses) was, as I have 
said, made as attractive as possible. Not 
the least of these attractions during the 
chilly days of winter was a good, blazing 
fire, which, by its glowing light reflected 
from the windows, brought many a cold boy 
within our walls. Bright and happy after- 
noons they had—never giving trouble, but 
always gentle and kind in their behaviour. 

“One afternoon the boys had all taken 
their places, and we were just going to com- 
mence proceedings, when an unwonted sound 
of noisy voices outside threatened to disturb 
our peace. ‘Will you ask those boys outside 
to come in?’ I suggested. Some hesitation 
ensued ; and then my proposal was decidedly 
negatived. ‘They are only Gipsy boys, 
Miss. They are playing hockey.’ ‘They 
don’t belong to the class,’ said another. 

“At last, finding no one rose to open the 
door, and that my resolution seemed in dan- 
ger of passing unseconded, I went out my- 
self and invited in the strangers. ‘Come 
in beside us,’ I said, ‘we are going to have 
some hymns, and pictures, and stories. Will 
you come?’ The broad grins which my 
words evoked from the hockey-players, 
showed at least that the idea was a novel 
one, and that possibly, captivated by this 
charm, our new friends might be secured. 
They were soon ushered into the midst of 
the circle, who, with many murmurs of dis- 
approbation, accosted them thus: ‘Now, 
then! look out!’ ‘Take off your caps and 





* A chapter from Our ce Room, by Elizabeth R. Cotton, 
with a preface by her father, Lieut. Gen. Sir Arthur Cotton, 
R. E.K.C.8 I. London: James Nisbet & Co. 1876. 
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put on your manners,’ while, with further 
uncomplimentary remarks, which, from po- 
liteness to me, were somewhat suppressed, 
they rather unwillingly found room for the 
strangers on the seat in front of the table 
by which I sat. The new boys blushed 
scarlet through their dark skins, and vainly 
endeavored to smooth their rough hair. A 
friendly word soon reassured them, and ena- 
bled them to whisper to me in confidence— 
a fact of which they were evidently much 
ashamed, for the hymn-books had been 
passed them—that they could ‘not read.’ 
Our hymn that afternoon was— 


‘Oh! come to Jesus now, 
Jesus is here,’ 


sung to the tune of ‘ There is a happy land.’ 
The subject then followed—‘ Tell me some 
of the kind things Jesus Christ did when 
He was upon earth.’ The answers were 
bright and lively, full of interest, as the 
boys, Once so ignorant, seemed to vie with 
each other in relating incidents of the Sav- 
iour’s life and death. 

“The Gipsy boys seemed charmed; the 
tears stood in their eyes as we concluded 
with prayer and another hymn. At the! 
end, I asked, ‘Which of you will do me a 


kindness to-day?’ All hands went up. | 


‘Will you take this message to your fathers | 
and mothers — Father, Jesus 
Mother, Jesus loves you.’ 


loves you. 
‘Yes, Miss,’| 


| road. 


| message ?’ I said. 





cried every voice: and the little crowd dis-| 
persed, but not before the Gipsy boys had | 
asked, ‘When may we come again?’ 

“They now attended every class regu-| 
larly, and showed the greatest interest in 





learning. Some weeks passed, when one| 
Saturday evening, as I was sitting at home, | 
a man of the name of Stephen F was an-| 
nounced. He was not an unfrequent visi- 
tor, and generally came for a Scripture | 
lesson; but on this occasion he introduced | 
himself thus: ‘You know Master B 
don’t you, Miss?’ ‘No,’ I replied, ‘I never 
heard of him.’ ‘ Well, he knows you; he 
owns the vans in the O , and has been a 
travelling man in these parts for more than 
thirty years. He always was a public-house 
man, drinking, and swearing and that. But 
he is a changed man now; yes, I think he 
is quite a changed man; and he says it is 
through something you said to him.’ ‘No, 
there is some mistake,’ I said. ‘I have 
often seen the vans lately, but had not the 
courage to go into them; but I am very} 
glad to hear this good news.’ ‘No, there| 
is no mistake,” said my visitor, most eagerly. | 
‘He wants to see you.’ ‘ To-morrow I could | 
see him at the room, when the boys’ class is | 
over,’ was my reply. 

“ To-morrow came, and at the appointed | 


hour, the boys having been dismissed, a man 
dressed in a smock-frock, with a walking- 
stick in his hand, stood in the door-way. 
On being invited to enter, he bowed very 
low, taking off his hat, and saying as he 
did so, ‘Thank God for this room!’ ‘This 
is very strange,’ 1 said, ‘you surely never 
were in this room before.’ ‘No, Miss, I 
never was here. But I wanted to come and 
tell you about myself to-day. A wicked 
sinner Iam. Oh, yes! a wicked sinner all 
my days—/fifty years /—but, thank God, I 
have now become a little child. He has 
forgiven all my sins—all the past! Shall 
I tell you about it?’ Looking round the 
room, he repeated more than once, ‘ Thank 
God for this room!’ He then proceeded 
with the following story, most of which I 
can give in his own words:—‘ A few Sun- 
days ago, my boys were out playiug on this 
When they came in for tea, they 
said, ‘‘ We’ve been to a school, such a pretty 
schvol; we sang hymns, and a young lady 
talked to us.’ Then my little Freddy—he 
isn’t but four years old, you know, Miss— 


ihe climbed up on my knee, and he said: 


‘Father, the lady sent you a message. She 
said, Jesus loves you, father.’ ‘Sent me a 
‘Yes, she said, Father, 
Jesus loves you.’ 

“*T was just going to push the child off 
my knee. What! that name! I know’d 
nothin’ about it, except to take it in vain. 
Now, to hear like this from the child, when 
he put his little arm around my neck, and 
he began to sing— 


‘Oh! come to Jesus, 
Jesus is here.’ 


I went straight out of the van. 
about. I could eat no food. 


I walked 
I could get 


/norest. All my sins came straight before me. 


I could think of nothing else. 
no relief. Fifty years of sin! Fifty years 
of sin! Just think ofthat! But I couldn’t 
go to the public house to forget it; this 
time, indeed, I couldn’t. I went to every 
church and chapel in the place, but I got 
no comfort; everything I heard made me 
worse. Yes! I was miserable. But last 
Thursday, as I was travelling to G , to 
get my hawking license, my load was very 
heavy, Miss, very heavy—my sins, I mean 
—I kept saying to myself, ‘ Twelve miles I 
am walking to get my earthly bread, but I 


I could find 


|bave never yet tasted one crumb of the 


“ Bread of Life” (referring to a sermon he 
had heard the night before on that text). 
Oh! where shall I go to get life for my 
poor soul? I’d walk furder than this to 
get that life, indeed I would; but I don’t 
know where to go! When all of a sudden, 
Freddy’s hymn came into my mind—‘‘Jesus 
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is here —Jesus 18 HERE.” Take on the 
vans, I cried, never mind me; and I went 
right off the road, away into the common— 
there I knel: down for a long time. ‘‘ Jesus 
here! Jesus here!” that was all I could 
think of. Jesus says, ‘‘I am the Bread of 
Life,” and “ Jesus 1s HERE.”” When I got 
up from my knees, I was shouting with joy; 
yes! I was praising God with all my heart. 
I went after the vans, and we all came back 
from G— together; but I was shouting and 
singing all the way—couldn’t help it. My 
Missus and all they said, ‘‘ He’s gone mad; 
B——, you have gone mad.” When I came 
home, I went straight to Steve, and told 
him all about it. “Steve,” I said, ‘‘will this go 
off?” “Go off, man,” he said, “ no! You 
have got Christ, and He will never go away 
from you.”’’ 

“This dear old man has ever since—a 
period of almost four years—continued a 
bright and happy Christian. . In. 
mediately after his conversion he took up 
missionary work, saying ‘ you see, I have 
such lots of opportunities of speaking for 
the Master when I am going about. I 
ought to be very thankful, for there’s not 
many that have such chances as I have,’ 
and it is quite true —he glorifies his beloved 
Master in every step of his pilgrim life. 
While selling his. wares he will speak of 
Christ to the buyer; while in the train, to 
the passengers; by the roadside, to the 
children, or the aimless lounger at the corner; 
and in the small prayer-meetings held among 
the workingmen he will, with an overflow- 
ing heart, raise his humble testimony to the 
happiness ‘laid up’ in store for ‘them that 
believe.’ ”’ 

Abridged for Friends’ Review. 

A MISSIONARY STATION of the Free Church 
of Scotland, called Livingstonia, was estab- 
lished on Lake Nyassa, in Africa, in 1875. 
The first company sent out, after accomplish- 
ing the difficult navigation of the Zambesi 
and Shire rivers, launched a steamer on the 
lake. A second expedition, with additional 
missionaries, which ieft London in Fifth 
month, 1876, has reached its destination 
safely. The first party report their pros- 
pects as encouraging. The heat is tempered 
by breezes from the lake, and the fever is of 
a mild type. At the last advices (Tenth 
month, 1876), they had made considerable 
progress in learning the language. The na- 
tives are attentive to what is said; but are 
much astonished that men should come so 
far and take so much trouble to instruct 
them in Christianity. Some missionaries 


of the Established Church of Scotland ac- 
companied the second party as far as Mur- 
chison Cataracts, on the Shire river, where 
they founded a mission.— Independent. 





| 
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For Friends’ Review. 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS AND WAR. 


(Concluded from page 531.) 


When we can realize the true character of 
war, it becomes a matter of astonishment, 
that any professing the Christian name can 
sanction and support the custom for a mo- 
ment. We are thus led to inquire why it 
is, that Christians, at least since the Refor- 
mation, have so clung to the horrid sys- 
tem? We can see no vther cause than the 
delusion of Satan, which so clouds their 
vision that they cannot see war in its true 
light and character. 

War is evidently one of the devil’s most 
formidable works, a custom early introduced 
into the world, and which bas produced such 
wonderful harvest ofsouls, and is held very 
dear by his Satanic majesty. Therefore, he 
resorts to every artifice to keep it alive and 
in operation, for he knows very well that the 
day will come when nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, nor learn war any 
more. He also knows that the only way to 
prolong the coming of this glorious day is to 
keep the Church asleep; for just as soon as 
Christians wake up to the horrid reality of 
their position, they will withdraw their sup- 
port from this wicked and terribly destruc- 
tive custom —and wars will at once cease 
between Christian nations. 

Such are the delusions which falsify the 
character of war, that people look upon it as 
different from common or other evils, the 
suppression of which is the acknowledged 
duty of all Christians. But war seems in 
their eyes to have something of a divine na- 
ture about it, an evil of the Lord’s preparing 
and therefore almost presumption in man to 
undertake to abolish it -all his efforts are 
unavailing. As it is of the Lord’s prepar- 
ing and use, He alone can abolish it, and 
will, when He is done using it. Men will 
fight while unconverted. We must first con- 
vert sinners before they will stop fighting. 
Such are the views and reasonings that have 
kept war in operation, and will keep it in 


|use until they can be thoroughly exploded. 


I have even been told by good Friends that 
it is useless to labor to put down war in the 
present unconverted state of the world, and 
I fear this delusion hangs too heavily over 
our own Society as well as others. Such 
forget that the world of converted Chris- 
tians have not stopped fighting, nor are the 
thousands that are now being annually con- 
verted, converted to the peace principles of 
the Gospel. They are not taught to take 
any higher ground than those with whom 
they unite; yet we believe that they are 
mostly truly converted Christians; but 


without the Aquila’s and Priscillas’ to ex- 
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pound to them the Gospel more perfectly, 
they advance no further than the present 
imperfect Christianity—for a Christianity 
that sanctions and supports evil as ours does 
in supporting war, is not a pure Cbris- 
tianity. 

Here is our great work; to labor to pu- 
rify the Church, to withdraw the illusion 
from the eyes of Christians in regard to war, 
and also to the full requirements of the Gos- 
pel. Toenable them to see that the Gospel 
as fully and entirely forbids war as any 
other evil. To enable them to see that war 
is an evil of Satan’s creating and using for 
his own diabolical purposes, and that he will 
continue to use it, until Christians withdraw 
from him their allegiance, and act more con- 
sistently with their profession, and become 
and remain faithful servants of their Divine 
Master, the Prince of Peace. 

Some who have not taken much thought 
on this subject may inquire, What are we 
to do? and how are we to go to work? 
Perbaps a brief review of my own experience 
may be a partial answer to the question. 

My early recollections go back to the last 
war of our country with Great Britain; and 
seeing and hearing a good deal of its occur- 
rence, I easily became thoroughly convinced 
of the sinfulness of war, and ever after felt 
an interest to keep our Society clear from 
being contaminated with it, scarcely having 
8 thought of its being necessary to do more 


than by our example and practice to hold up 
sclear testimony to the world. After our 
terrible civi] war, I felt a lively interest in 
the organization of our Peace Association, 
and on their first issue of tracts, I received a 
supply, with those issued by the American 


eace Society, for circulation. They were 
all new to me, and on looking them over, my 
feelings became so awakened, that I read 
them all carefully through before handing 
out one. I soon became impressed that 
there was a work to do beyond simply hand- 
ing out the tracts to my neighbors. 
_ I felt that the main work of those laboring | 
in the peace cause should be to endeavor to| 
convince our Christian brethren of the in-| 
consistency of sustaining the system of war, | 
abominable. My first effort was to call on 
the ministers of our place, and present each 
with a package of tracts, calling their aaeen>) 


which now seemed to me moat horrid Peal 


| action. 
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that they had never thought much about it. 
Where the pastors had thought but little on 
the evils of war, we may suppose that their 
hearers thought less; and perhaps this little 
experience is a fair criterion, by which we 
may judge of the position of the Christian 
Church in relation to war—asleep on the 
subject. In my after experience, I find that 
the cause of peace is a very unpopular one, 
with both the religious and secular press. 
And I think I have found that there are a 
very few members in our Society who feel 
called upon to labor very much for the pro- 
motion of the unpopular cause. Before 
William Ladd entered upon the work of 
peace, his earnest prayer was, “‘ Lord, what 
will Thou have meto do?” “And,” hesays, 
“when this neglected part of the vineyard 
was pointed out to me by the finger of Provi- 
dence, immediately, I consulted not with 
flesh and blood, and joyfully seized on the 
work.” And what was the finger of Provi- 
dence that pointed out this neglected part of 
the vineyard as the field for his labors?. At 
the death-bed side of Dr. Appleton, his 
thoughts were first turned to the cause of 
peace, ‘ But,” he says, “it probably would 
soon have escaped from me, had not the 
Solemn Review of War, which came soon 
after into my possession, in a very singular 
way, riveted my attention in such a manner 
as to make it the principal object of my life 
to promote the cause of peace on earth and 
good-will to men.” 

May not the scattering abroad of Solemn 
Reviews be as fingers of Providence to lead 
others to labor in the still neglected part of 
the vineyard ? 

The organization of the Society of Friends 
is admirably fitted to carry on the peace 
work. The Peace Association, centrally lo- 
cated, and supported by eight Yearly Meet- 
ings, is printing millions of pages of books 
and tracts, but the Secretary is left much 
alone in finding channels for their distribu- 
tion; whereas, the Preparative Meetings 
throughout the wide extent of country where 
Friends are located, should be the distribu- 
ting agents. In a large portion of our Pre- 
paratives, there is but little business, and 
the peace work might very properly be en- 
tered on as a standing business for monthly 
One great advantage resulting from 
this would be, that in addition he preparing 


tion to the evil of war, and desiring them to| business for the Monthly Meeting, the Pre- 
read the tracts, and examine the subject.|paratives would be preparing members to 
From this beginning, as opportunity offered,|do the business, by setting the young at 
I continued my calls on those of other! work iu this additional field of labor. 

places. All received me kindly wherever I| The active members of our Society are 
Went. All could condemn war as a great evil, | now so engaged in various Christian works, 
yet very few had ever felt that they had any | more immediately pressing upon them, there 
thing to do toward abolishing it. It seemed | seem to be none left to labor in this ne- 
to be a new subject, and they acknowledged | glected part of the vineyard, while there are 
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thousands of younger members scattered 
abroad, waiting for something todo. Here 
is the most important work of all left un- 
done. Suppose every Preparative Meeting, 
at the organization of our Peace Association, 
had adopted this course, as a regular -part 
of its business, the meetings would have be- 
come doubly interesting, the younger mem- 
bers, even children, could have been actively 
employed in distributing tracts, the older 
members to have called on ministers within 
reach, and wherever suitable, peace meet- 
ings had been occasionally held, do we not 
believe that a very different state of feeling 
would now have prevailed throughout the 
limits of our Society? If we believe this, 
we must believe that Friends in America 
have neglected their duty. War, and prep- 
arations for war, are going on now as then, 
and will continue to go on until the Church 
puts a stop to it. And unless Friends do 
their duty, the Lord will raise up other 
agents, through whom He will open the eyes 
of Christians, and enable them to see the 
false position they occupy in regard to war, 
and to withdraw from its sujport. And 


thus this important work that Friends have 


long been specially called to, will be done 
by others, who will thus be entitled to the 
Peace-maker’s reward. 

Jesus told Pilate, that, if His kingdom was 
of this world, then would His servants fight, 
that he should not be delivered to the Jews; 
thus clearly showing that the people of the 


world are not bound by laws that they do| 


not acknowledge to be biuding. Therefore, 
it is our work to labor with Christians; 
those who profess to be the servants of the 
Prince of Peace, and subject to His laws. 
When all Christians become obedient thereto, 


they can no longer fight with carnal weap-| 


ons, and of course, wars will cease between 
Christian nations. Then the great stum- 
bling-block will be removed from the Chris- 
tian’s pathway, and*the sword will no longer 
obstruct the Bible in its progress throughout 
the world. J.8. W. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FOURTH MO. 14,1877 





THE MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATED COM- 


MITTEE OF FRIENDS ON INDIAN AF. 
FAIRS. 


The Associated Executive Committee of 
Friends on Indian Affairs met on the 4th 
inst., at Baltimore, there being representa- 
tives present from all the Yearly Meetings 


except those of New England and Iowa. 
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The reports received from the Agencies 
were favorable. In all of them mention was 
made of the Indians commencing spring 
work with interest and hope, except that the 
| ponies of the Kaws were generally too weak 
for labor. Agricultural implements had been 
delayed in reaching the Kiowa Agency, 
though bought several weeks in advance: 
otherwise, all the Agencies needing them 
had fresh supplies, The schools appear 
to be all in a flourishing condition. The 
children leaving the schools are begin- 
ning to exert some leavening influence 
among the tribes in which schools have 
been continued for a few years. _ Congress 
,and the Indian Department have responded 
| generously to the needs of the service in the 
Central Superintendency as presented by the 
' Superintendent and by Edward Earle, who 
|acted very efficiently for the Committee at 
| Washington during the winter. 
| A very simple chureh organization has 
| been formed at the Quapaw Agency, by Asa 
'C. and Emmeline Tuttle, and one at the 
| Kiowa and Comanche Agency. The former 
numbers 26 members, the latter not so many ; 
but a few Indian men are ready for admit- 
|tance. The truths of the Gospel appear to 
have exerted an increasing influence in sev- 
eral of the tribes during the winter. The 
| instruction of the Indians in Bible truths, 
and their being brought under the saving 
power of the Gospel, was felt by the Com- 
mittee to be of great importance, and also 
that all efforts to promote this should be 
made in consonance with the Divine will. 
The Committee on Religious Interests was 
encouraged to assist the workers in all right 
efforts, and especially in securing a proper 
degree of uniformity in the rules and mode 
of organization of meetings, and in extend- 
ing oversight to these infant communities. 
Should any properly qualified Friend or 
Friends be drawn to visit this interesting 
field in Gospel love, and help in the work of 
organization, oversight and instruction, that 
Committee was requésted to forward their 
prospect, and commend them as duly au- 
thorized for this service to those already en- 
gaged at the Agencies. 

As on almost every other like occasion the 
imperative need of civil law and of its enforce- 








FRIENDS’ 


ment to secure the best welfare of the Indian | 


Reservations was brought up. A Commit- 
tee was appointed to collect information upon 
the subject, and draw up a bill for the pur- 
pose which should be efficient, and yet re- 
spect the guaranteed rights of Indians under 
existing treaties. 

The severe financial troubles of the coun- 
try were felt to demand the strictest economy 
in the management of the work of the Com- 
mittee, and hence, very reluctantly, the addi- 
tions to the Government salaries of certain 
officers, heretofore extended, were reduced 
one-half, and the sum to be raised for the 
coming year made only $2,000. 

On Fourth-day evening Stanley Pum- 
phrey delivered his address on the Civil and 
Religious Improvement of the Indians, in 
Friends’ Meeting-house, before an attentive | 
audience. It was thought likely to influence 
public opinion favorably if published, and a 
committee was appointed to confer with him 
upon this subject, and carry the proposal 
into effect. 

As the Society of Friends was called to 
labor for the Indians by the late President, 
and our relation was rather with him per- 
sonally, than with the Government, it was 
thought incumbent on the Committee to call 
upon President Hayes. An address to him 
was drawn up, and on Sixth-day, most of 
the members of the Committee called to pre- 
sent it. At the interview, the President 
stated that he was gratified to hear of the 
good results of the efforts of Friends, and | 
of the hope which these inspired. Some 
of the measures suggested would require | 
legislation, and the officers of the Depart- 
ment would give attention to them. He 
said that he was examining into the question 
of Indian matters, and was not prepared to | 
state definitely his views,but would watch the 
course of events and make changes only as | 
the need for them should appear. 

The Committee felt strongly that as the | 
elevation of the Indians is a cause which has | 
ceased to be a novelty, there was danger 
lest not only the public at large, but our) 
own members should have a less active in- | 
terest in it, and that we should everywhere 
seek that our efforts in the cause should | 
spring perennially from a self-sacrificing | 
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love, the fruit of the Spirit of the blessed 
Saviour, so that we should never grow weary 
in well doing. Surely the blessing upon 
the imperfect service of eight years is so 
large, that there is great ground for encour- 
agement, perseverance and hope. 

THe RoMAN PontiFF.—We can hail with 
pleasure all evidences of oneness among the pro- 
fessed followers of Christ, and of union in grasp- 
ing the great truths which are the fundamentals 
of Christian faith, and thus find the account 
kindly sent by our friend William Beck of much 
interest. It may be accepted as an evidence 
that our Heavenly Father extends His mercy to 
the multitude of adherents of the Roman de- 
nomination, and in all the good accomplished by 
them we can rejoice. But the history of that system 
cannot be forgotten, nor the fearful assumption 
by the present Pope of the Divine prerogative of 
infallibility in his official utterances; an assump- 
tion which would bind with bands of iron all 
consciences, and which strikes at the root of 
liberty, intellectual and spiritual, civil and re- 
ligious. We think also that spiritually-minded 
Christians should be cautious as travellers, in 
visiting persons, places or performances, which 
on previous serious reflection they believe would 
compromise their testimony to the Lord Jesus 
and to His truth. This caution we are very sure 
our dear friend would be one of the foremost to 
extend, 


Union LEAFLETS, published for the Woman's 
National Temperance Union, at No. 58 Reade 


\st., New York, is a good series, on the sub- 


ject of temperance, for distribution by letter. 
They rightly endeavor to convince the under- 
standing and reach the conscience on religious 
grounds, rather than excite prejudice and pas- 
sion against the sale or use of liquors. They are 
well fitted for their purpose, and w.th other good 
temperance tracts, should be spread abroad 
widely. Price 10 cts. a package of 128 pages. 

ES 

MARRIED. 


BALDWIN—COOK.—On the 15th of Third mo., 
1877, at the residence of the bride’s parents, Nathan 


| D. Baldwin to Bettie Cook. 


DIED. 

EDGERTON.—Near New London, Ind., Ninth 
mo. 6th, 1876, Mary Edgerton, in the 77th year of 
her age. 

THOMAS. — At his residence, near New London, 
Ind., Eleventh mo. 27th, 1876, Snead Thomas, in the 
62d year of his age. 

HUNNICUTT.— At his residence, near Alto, 
Howard Co., Ind., Twelfth mo. 2d, 1876, John Hun- 
nicutt, in the 71st year of his age. 
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to the Apostle in a similar form, and in each 
instance for the specific purpose of prepar- 
ing him beforehand for his great life-mission, 
for special and perilous duties, or for great | 
trials and tribulations. The first of these 
special manifestations occurred when he 
was in Jerusalem, and was then in the full 
expectation of devoting his life to the salva- | 
tion of his countrymen, and was intended | 
to prepare him for a mission of which he 
had never thought before, and which was 
unlike that to which any other individual 
had been called in the history of the race. 


when he was in the castle at Jerusalem, and 
was then in the midst of the greatest possi- 
ble perils, with years of gloomy imprison- 
ment in prospect. Of this vision we have 
the following tenderly impressive account: 
—‘ And the night following, the Lord stood 
by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusa- 
lem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome.” Little power, after that, had chains 
and prison walls to cqnfine the boundless 
freedom of that soul. 

When in the midst of that fearful tempest in 





Without such a manifestation, and the spe- 
cial revelation which accompanied it, Paul 
never would have become ‘the apostle of 
the Gentiles,” and never could have been 
prepared for such a mission. 

Of this mission Paul gives the following 
account :—‘‘ And it came to pass that while 
I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance: 
and saw Him saving unte me, Make haste, 
and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for 
they will not receive thy testimony concern- 
ing Me. And I said, Lord, they know 
that I imprisoned and beat in every 
synagogue, them that believed on Thee; 
and when the blood of Thy martyr Stephen 
was shed, I also. was standing by, and 
consenting unto his death, and kept the 
raiment of them that slew him. And He 
said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles.””’ This revela- 
tion was only preparatory for the special 
one which he subsequently received while 
at Antioch, and when “the Holy Ghost 


said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the | 


work whereunto I have called them.” With 
what ubsolute assurance did the first revela- 
tion prepare his mind to go forth in obedi- 
ence to the second ! 


The next revelation of the kind occurred 


during the early part of his ministry at) _ 
He had “fought with the beasts|trials we shall be prepared by anticipa- 


Corinth. 
at Ephesus,” had been “‘scourged, impris- 


oned, and put in the stocks at Philippi,” had | 


fled for his life from Thessalonica and Berea, 
had encountered the derision of the philoso- 


which “ neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared, and no small tempest lay upon 
them. and all hope that any of them would 
be saved was taken away,” then Christ did 
not Himself appear, but sent His angel with 
@ special message of cheer, hope, and assur- 
ance. Let us read the inspired account of 
this vision: —“ But after long abstinence 
Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and 
said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto 
me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to 
have gained this harm and loss. And now 
I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there 
shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, 
but of the ship. For there stood by me 
this night the angel of God, whose 1 am, 
and whom I serve, saying, Fear not Paul, 
thou must be brought before Cesar: and lo! 
God hath given thee all them that sail with 
thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: 
for I believe God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me.” Thus by such anticipatory 
revelations was the apostle prepared for the 
great exigencies, trials and tribulations of 
his eventful life 

Grace superabundant is provided for and 
| promised to all believers for every ‘time 





| 


|of need,” and special grace for all spe- 


cial necessities. This also we may all 


expect, that for new and overpowering 


|tory grace, which will render us more 
than conquerors when the evil day comes 
upon us. . We may rest assured 
that “the Gre pherd and Bishop of 


at She 


phers at Athens, and was then in such “ peril | our souls” will not only come to us and 
from the lying in wait of the Jews” in Cor-| walk with us after we have been put into 
inth, that he would unquestionably have the furnace, but will anticipate our trials of 
left. the city but for the following special fire by special and gracious preparations. — 


vision of Christ which he then had:—| “Outof Darknessinto Light,” by Asa Mahan. 
“Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night 
by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and) TRAINING or CaiILDREN.—AII Friends see 
hold not thy peace : for I am with thee, and | that your children be trained up in soberness, 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for) and holiness, and righteousness, and tem- 
I have much people in this city.” No won-| perance, and meekness, and gentleness, and 
der that “ for a whole year and six months” lowliness, and modesty in their behaviour 
after he had received that vision, he. contin-| and apparel, and carriage, and so to exhort 
ued to preach the Gospel to that people, and your children and families in the Truth, that 
that without fear. the Lord may be glorified in your families. 
The special vision next vouchsafed was'—George Fox, Epistles, p. 289, 1669. 


ss 
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ADDRESS OF STANLEY PUMPHREY ON 
THE INDIANS. 

On the evening of the 2nd inst., Stanley 
Pumphrey gave an address upon the subject 
of the Civil and Religious Improvement of 
the Indians, at Friends’ Meeting-house, on 
Twelfth St., in this city. A large and ap- 
preciative audience filled the house, and lis- 
tened with marked attention to the speaker. 

8. P. first gave an account of the Chero- 
kees, Creeks, Choctaws and Chickasaws, 
contrasting their condition when visited by 
two Friends in 1842, with their present 
state, as shown by statistics and as wit- 
nessed by Enoch Hoag and himself dur- 
ing their late visit. The contrast was strong, 
showing a great movement towards civiliza- 
tion and Christianity within thirty-five years. 
He then spoke of the Agencies under the 
care of Friends in the Indian Territory and 
Kansas, giving tables of increase in the 
acreage under cultivation; in farm products, 
in cattle, horses and swine as owned by 
these tribes in 1868 and 1875. He showed 
the relative number of houses, schools and 
pupils; of Bible-schools and meetings at 
the two dates, and the figures gave forcible 
evidence of the general improvement among 
the Indians of these Agencies. 


Adverting more directly to examples, he | 


gave the Wichita and Quapaw Agencies 
as illustrating the good results of labor 
for the Indians, who had formerly known 
something of industry, but who had 
been disturbed, stripped and thrown back 
by the late war, or by removal from their 
former homes. 
are rapidly approaching self-support, have 
100 children in school, are building them- 
selves houses, with government aid, and are 
hungering for the truths of Christianity, 
which are being taught them, though not so 
largely as should be. 

Those of the Quapaw Agency, including 
the Modocs, might be considered as self-sup- 
porting, had abandoned drink, horse-racing 


and the carrying of fire-arms, were making | 


farms, sending their children to three board- 
ing and two day-schools, and a religious in- 
terest was deeply pervading them, under the 
teaching and ministry of earnest laborers, 
some of whom were of their own race. 

Of wild and truly savage tribes he took 
the Kiowas, Comanches and Cheyennes as 
examples. Instead of deadly raids into 
Texas and Mexico, these were now living 
at peace, were making the first beginnings 
at culture of the soil, were eager to send 
their children to schools, where the latter 
were making good progress in letters, but 
more in industrial training. When he saw 
them they lacked tools, which should be 


The tribes of the former | 
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promptly supplied, as they could be led to 4 
better state if prompt advantage was taken 
of their favorable mood for beginning work. 

He then glanced at the work in the Ne. 
braska Agencies of the Hicksite Friends, 
and that under Bishops Whipple and Hare 
among the Sioux and adjacent tribes of the 
Northwest, and the successful labors of the 
Methodists in Round Valley Reservation, 
in California. 

All this gave the bright side of the pic. 
ture. But there were many dark shades 
needed to make it the whole truth. He then 
referred to the need of capable and honest 
men being chosen as Agents; thought the 
present plan of nominations probably the 
best that could be devised, but that they 
ought to be continued during good behavior, 
and have salaries which would enable them 
to live, and educate their children. 

He gave the replies of a superior officer of 
the Indian Department of Canada, to a 
series of questions, to show that no Indian 
war, nor any just fear on the part of the 
whites of an attack or depredation by them, 
had been known for a century. They had 
the fullest confidence in the government, 
and expected always to be treated as they 
had been, with just regard for all their 
rights. He suid all this could be brought 
about in the United States by the same 
means—honest and prompt fulfilment of en- 
gagements, and sacred regard for the landed 
rights of the Indians. 

He then spoke of the question of remit- 
ting the Indians to the War Department, 
and gave the testimony of the highest offi- 
cers of the army in their report to the gov- 
ernment in 1867 as against such a transfer. 

Lastly, after quoting the solemn and af- 
fecting appeals of the late Sioux Commission 
for right and merciful dealing with the In- 
dians, and the sure retribution which must 
follow our past course as a nation, he ad- 
dressed the members of his own Society. 
While we had with much constancy be- 
friended the Indians from the earliest times, 
and sought to secure their rights, our mis- 
sions among them had not been as fruitful 
as they should. We had sought to civilize 
first, and then hoped for their Christianiza- 
tion. But these efforts should go hand in 
hand, and we should carry out the injune- 
tions of George Fox, to teach the Indians 
that Christ died for them, and that the Holy 
Spirit was given for them as well as for us. 

For Friends’ Review. 
EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF WAR. 


It is a familiar thought to men who hold 
that war is inconsistent with true Christi- 
anity, that many of the great evils which 
oppress our own nation and some of those 
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in Europe are the immediate fruits of the} with the bright rays of the “ Sun of Right- 
demoralization caused by late wars ; and that | eousness,” until a little flock was once more 
evils undermining the very foundation of| raised up with the promise of the kingdom, 
national well-being are a part of the cost of|and a blessing is resting apon the labors 
war. But it is astriking illustration of these | among them of our friend Paran Reynolds, 
evils and of the serious state of the body who is residing in that vicinity. Recently 
politic that such sentiments as the following aseries of meetings was held there in which 
should appear in the financial article of a} Allen Jay, Benjamin Hiatt, and others, la- 
daily paper which advocated the war : bored.as ability was given, and we were 
“Confidence is a plant of slow growth in| strengthened in the conviction that some, at 
matters of public interest, but unfortunately | least, are becoming able to bear meat,whilst 
is easily withered It is peculiarly so at| others may yet need milk. Strength is being 
the present time, for the age is full of omi-| increased, and Westfield is beginning to bud 
nous signs, which seem to point to a deep-/and blossom, and the solitary places are 
seated disease in the body politic and social.| glad because of the appearance of fruit 
The sense of individual responsibility, the | which we hope will soon ripen to the praise 
high ideal of conscience and duty, appear to | of the great Husbandman. Under the bap- 
have become radically tainted, so far as|tizing power of the Holy Spirit, some were 
these apply to business and political matters. | constrained to testify to the goodness of the 
Of all the foul fruitage of the war, with | Lord, and to bow the knee in vocal prayer 
which the country is now paying for its | and thanksgiving. Thus were our cups 
preservation, the most evil is found in the/ filled to overflowing at the thought of being 
widely-spread vice of dishonesty. The op-| instrumental in watering the tender plants, 
timist may be able to look on the political|and thereby experiencing the refreshing 
trickery and complications of the recent | stream to flow in our own souls. 
campaign, portentous as these have been,| A Committee has recently paid them a 
from the standpoint of partisan prejudice, | visit on their request for a Monthly Meeting, 
and extricate a consoling thought from the|and in case it should report that in its 
war of conflicting interests and unscrupu-| judgment the time had not yet fully come to 
lous aims; but when he turns his eyes in| grant said request, we hope it will only tend 
the direction of those institutions which be-| to increase their earnestness and cause them 
long to the organic texture of society, and|to deepen in the root of Divine lite and 
touch its everyday life, he often finds it diffi-|thus hasten the consummation of their 
cult to condone the existence of palpable! wishes. IsHam Cox. 
evils.” Nortu Caroutna, Third mo. 29th, 1877. 


— -_ 


For Friends’ Review. } STILLNESS. 
“HE THAT WATERETH SHALL BE 
WATERED ALSO HIMSELF.”’ 
Prov. xi. 25. How these words oblige us as it were to 
take breath, to pause in the midst of the 
How often do the faithful servants of the | ™@ny thoughts and plans and duties of our 
Lord witness the verification of this blessed |>usy days. They are God’s words, very 
promise. different from what man would say; for 
For about thirty years during the forepart | WOUld not the thought of the natural heart 
of the present century a Quarterly Meeting be, What is to be gained by amg still? 
of Friends survived at Westfield, in Surrey God says it is ‘‘their strength. 
County, N.C. But many of the members Stillness, and yet power, is not this God’s 
began to way? We see it in the wonderful works of 
His creation, all going on so silently, and 
|yet manifesting through the very silence 
that He, the Creator, is “strong in power.” 
and about the year 1833 the Meeting was| Surely we need to remember the teaching 
discontinued. Many of the deseendants of|in this, and the companion verse of this 
Friends and a few members remained; and/| chapter (Isa. xxx. 7, 15), for, too often, per- 
after the close of the war, in obedience to the haps, we mar the work of God in our own 
command of their Captain, the feet of the| souls, in His vineyard, by our hurry, our 
Messengers of peace turned in that direc-| neglect of sitting still. “Commune with 
tion, sowing the seed of the kingdom beside | your own heart upon your bed, and be still ;” 
these waters, and soon tender plants were | then only can we offer acceptable “ sacrifices 
seen springing up. Time and again the| of righteousness” (Ps. iv. 4,5). We must 
Lord condescended to visit them by His| be still, to hear the “still” small voice. 
quickening Spirit, warming their hearts! May not this sometimes be the reason why 





“* Their strength is to s#¢ s#i//.”’ 


** Seek for ideal scenes more blest, 
In far-tamed realms in the West,” 
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we are puzzled as to this or that plan of 
work? We would not for a moment under- 
take it without consulting Him; but has 
there been stillness of heart before Him 
first, stillness such as there must have been 
upon the mountain top, when our Lord Jesus 
spent the night in communion with His Father 
(Luke vi. 12), or when He rose up @ great 
while before day, and went into a solitary 
place to pray (Mark i. 35). Mary was learn- 
ing the lesson as she “sat at Jesus’ feet and 
heard His word ;’”’ and we read of her after- 
wards, that in her sorrow she “ sat still in 
the house ” till the message came, ‘‘ The 
Master is come, and calleth for thee ;” then 
O! how must she have loved to arise 
quickly and goto Him! And so it will al- 
ways be, for God’s ‘sitting still ” is not 
idleness, it is not holding back when He 
calls us to arise. 

There is the other aspect of “ sitting still,” 
brought before us in2 Kings vii. 4, when the 
lepers of Samaria said one to another, “If 
we sit still here we die.” Again, in Judges 
xvii. 9, the question is asked, ‘‘Are ye still ? 
be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess 
the land.” 

Then, stillness of heart seems to be part 
of the very preparation God looks for in us 
before He can use us in His service; our 
voice, our thoughts even, must be hushed, 
while we hear Him say, “ Be still, and 
know that [am God” (Ps. xlvi. 10). The} 
work is His, and itis His way we want to 
take, if we are loyalto Him; let us hear 
His thoughts about it, not be so full of our | 
own; ‘“‘the meek will He teach His way.” | 
We all wish to be strong, “ready prepared 
for the war,” like David’s mighty men, let 
us take God’s way to become so. 

And how are we to reach that point of 
stillness, of quietness before God, we who 
are so fuJl of self-energy, of thinking and 
planning? Surely we have the answer in 
Ps. evii. 29, ‘‘ He maketh the storm a calm, 
so that the waves thereof are still.” And in 
Mark iv. 39, “He arose and rebuked the 
wind and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm.” Will He, who did this for the disci- 
ples then, refuse to do it for us now—refuse 
to send this “ great calm ”’ into our stormy, 
restless hearts? Oh no, rather does not the 
responsibility rest with ourselves? He is 
saying to us (and if we know anything of 
this heart-stillness, we shall hear Him say- 
ing it), ‘Believe ye that I am able todo 
this?” And He waits for our answer— 
what shall it be ? 

“They said unto Him, Yea, Lord.” 
“ According to your faith be it unto you !”” 
—Pathway of Power. M. G. 
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From Early Days. 
KNIVES AND FORKS. 

We often laugh at the Chinese and their 
chopsticks, or small, thin sticks of wood or 
ivory, with which they eat, and fancy they 
must make very dirty work at their meals, 
yet they are cleanly and civilized, compared 
with the babits of our ancestors some three 
hundred years ago. Then forks were un. 
known ; each man had his own knife, and at 
dinner seized the joint with his hand, and 
cut off what he wished ; the dish was then 
passed on to the next, who did the same. 
The knife then cut up the portions into 
small pieces, which were put into the mouth 
by the fingers of the hand unoccupied by the 
knife. 

In many parts of Spain, at present, drink. 
ing-glasses, spoons, and forks are rarities; 
and in taverns in many countries, particu. 
larly in some towns in France, knives are 
not placed on the table, because it is expected 
that each person has one of his own, a cus- 
tom which the French seem to have retained 
from the old Gauls. But as no person will 
any longer eat without forks, landlords are 
obliged to furnish them, together with plates 
and spoons. 

None of the sovereigns of England had 
forks till the reign of Henry VIIL,; all, high 
and low, used their fingers. Hence, in the 
Royal households there was a, dignitary 
called ewrar, or ewary, who, with a set of 
subordinates, attended at the meals with 
basins, water, and towels. The office of 
ewary survived after forks came partially 
into fashion. We learn that when James I. 
entertained the Spanish ambassadors at a 
dinner, very shortly after his accession, 
“Their Majesties washed their hands with 
water from the same ewer, the towels being 
presented to the King by the Lord Treasurer, 
and to the Queen by the Lord High Ad- 
miral.” The Prince of Wales had an ewer 
to himself, which was, after him, used by 
the ambassador. 

About the first royal personage in Eng- 
land who is known to have had a fork was 
Queen Elizabeth; but, although several were 
presented to her, it remains doubtful whether 
she used them on ordinary occasions. Forks 
came so slowly into use in England that 
they were employed only by the higher 
classes at the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. About the period of the Revolution, 
1688, few English noblemen had more than 
a dozen forks of silver, along with a few of 
iron or steel. At length for general use 
steel forks became an article of manufacture 
at Sheffield; at first they had but two prongs, 
and it was only in later times that the three- 
pronged kind were made. As late as the 
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early part of the eighteenth century table- 
ferks—and, we may add, knives—were kept 
on so small a scale by country inns in Scot- 
land (and perhaps in some parts of England) 
that it was customary for gentlemen in trav- 
elling to carry with them a portable knife 
and fork in a shagreen case. The general in- 
troduction of silver forks into Great Britain is 
quite recent; it can be dated no farther back 
than the termination of the French War in 
1814. 


For Friends’ Review. 
LICHENS. 


Every one is familiar with the covering of 
vegetable matter called lichens, which forms 
on rocks, the trunks of trees, and fences, or 
on the earth in some places, and which is 
made up of minute growths closely at- 
tached to each other. They have hitherto 
been regarded as a natural order of plants 
allied to the fungi or mushroom-like growths, 
and the alge or sea-weeds. They consist 
mainly of a Thallus, or cellular structure 
without woody fibre, having no stem or 
leaves. Their shapes vary frum a closely 
adhering crust of minute granules, to forms 
like small irregular leaves or stems of plants, 
often making curious patterns on the sur- 
faces they cover. They are nourished from 
the air and its moisture, especially by dew 
or rain, but have no roots. They are found 
in all parts of the land surface of the globe, 
in all latitudes, from the tropits to the ut 
most limits of vegetation towards the poles. 
Indeed, at great altitudes and in the coldest 
climates they grow most freely, forming 
food for man, such as the Iceland moss, or | 
for animals, as the Reindeer moss. Their | 
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grown, producing a true alga in every re- 
spect, conforming to well-known species.”’ 
Thus the lichens seem to be a growth com- 
pounded of two distinct kinds of vegetation 
~—alge and fungi. 


Sr 


“LORD, WHAT WOULDST THOU HAVE 
ME TO DO?’’* 


Hast Thou, my Master, aught for me to do, 
To honor Thee to-day ? 

Hast Thou a word of love to some poor soul, 
That I may say? 


For see, this world that Thou hast made so fair, 
Within its heart is sad ; 

Thousands are lonely, thousands sigh and weep; 
But few are glad. 


To which of them shall I stretch forth my hand 
With sympathetic grasp ? 

Whose fainting form, for Thy dear sake, shall I 
Fondly enclasp ? 


They are all dear to Thee; and loving Thee, 
Dear are they all to me; 


In every visage marred by grief and pain, 
Thy mark I[ see. 


Straight from my heart, each day, a blessing goes 
Warmly, through Thee, to theirs; 

They are enfolded in my inmost soul, 
And in my prayers. 


But which among them all is mine ¢o-day 7? 
O! guide my willing feet 

To some poor soul, that, fainting on the way, 
Needs counsel sweet. 


Or into some sick-room, where I may speak 
With tenderness of Thee ; 

And showing who and what Thou art, Oh Christ, 
Bid sorrow flee! 


Or unto one whose straits call not for words; 
To one in want, in need; 

Who will not counsel, but will take from me 
A loving deed. 


Surely, Thou hast some work for me to do! 





colors, although usually gray, grayish green, 
or dark, are varied to bright shades of yellow | 
or red, some affording dye-stuffs. 

Recently the discovery has been made 
that the lichens are really compounded of 
two differing kinds of plants, fungi and al- 


O! open Thou mine eyes, 
To see how Thou wouldst choose to have it done, 
And where it lies! 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.— European advices to the 


ge. These grow so intimately together | toth inst. have been received. 


that it has been difficult to separate them, | 
but according to the Independent, Prof. 


Thistleton Dyer, in a lecture given at the | ence, recognize that the surest means of attaining the 


Royal Institution, stated that ‘the green | pacification of the East is to maintain the agreement 


The full text of the protocol which has been the sub- 
ject of so much discussion, is at length published. It 


| says that the powers which participated in the confer- 


structures known as gonidia in lichens, ap- | established, and jointly to affirm afresh their common 


pear to be identical with other structures 
which are universally recognized as alge, and 
have a separate and independent existence | 
of their own. Then if the spores of a lichen 
be sown upon an appropriate alga, the 
threads of the fungoid portion of the lichen 
are seen to mix with the developing spores, | 
and a true lichen results. Further, the green 
portions known as gonidia in lichens, have 
been carefully extracted, and when cleared 
of all filamentous matter, have gone on and 


interest in the improvement of the Christians, and the 
reforms in Bosnia, Herzegovina and Bulgaria which 
the Porte accepted on condition of itself carrying 
them into effect. They notice the treaty of peace with 
Servia; and concerning Montenegro, they consider the 
rectification of the frontier and the free navigation of 
the Bojare desirable, as tending to a durable arrange- 
ment. Regarding the arrangements, concluded or in- 
tended, with the Principalities, as a step towards peace, 
they invite the Porte to consolidate it by restoring its 





| armies to a peace footing, except the force necessary 


* From Golden Hours, Hymns and Songs of the Christian 
Life. By the author of “Stepping Heavenward.” 
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to maintain order, and by commencing with the least 

ible delay, the reforms needful in the provinces. 
t has already declared itself ready to realize an im- 
portant part of them. Hoping that measures to im- 
prove the condition of the Christian population will 
soon be commenced, the powers propose to watch the 
manner in which the promises of the Ottoman gov- 
ernment are fulfilled; and if this should not be done, 
they declare that such a state of affairs would be in 
compatible with their interests, and those of Europe 
in general. They reserve the right to consider, in 
common, the course then to be taken. Before the 
signing of the protocol, the Russian envoy said: «If 
peace is concluded with Montenegro, and the Porte ac- 
cepts the advice of Europe and shows itself ready to 
replace its forces on a peace-footing and seriously to 
undertake the reforms mentioned in the protocol, let it 
send to St. Petersburg a special envoy to treat of dis- 
armament; to which the Emperor will also consent. 
If massacres like those in Bulgaria occur, they will 
stop measures of demobilization.’’ Lord Derby, on be- 
half of the British government, declared that it was 
to be understood beforehand, that if reciprocal dis- 
armament by Russia and Turkey, and peace between 
them, should not be attained, the protocol shall be re- 
garded as null and void. 

An extraordinary council of the Turkish Ministry 
was held at Constantinople on the 8th, at which it was 
believed that definite resolutions were adopted re- 
specting the protocol, and the questions involved in it ; 
but their tenor was not made public at that time, and 
later it was said that no formal decision had been 
made. Telegrams to the London 7elegraph repre- 
sented that the Porte did not object to the protocol 
proper, but to the declaration of the Russian envoy 
appended to it, which was regarded as humiliating and 
impossible of acceptance. From other sources it is 
reported that the Sultan and some of his nearest advi- 
sors are desirous of peace, but that some of those high 
in office favor war, and that the Minister of war is us- 
ing great efforts to muster new forces, arm the frontier 
strongholds, and prepare as if for immediate hostilities, 
A dispatch of the roth asserted that the Russian rep- 
resentative had informed Safvet Pasha that Russia de- 
sired to receive the Porte’s reply respecting the proto- 
col before the 13th inst. 

GERMANY.—It was semi-officially announced at Ber- 
lin, last week, that Prince Bismarck had not resigned 
the Chancellorship, but had asked a long leave of ab- 
sence, necessary on account of his being over worked. 
Subsequently, it was reported that Camphausen and 
Von Bulow would probably be appointed to perform 
his functions during his absence, the former as Chan- 
cellor of the Empire, the latter as Minister of War. 

FRANCE —A few days since, Jules Simon, the Pre- 
mier and Minister of the Interior, wrote toa member 
of the Assembly who was about to unveil at Luneville 
a monument to the victims of the late war with Ger- 
many, requesting that the ceremony might be post- 
poned. Luneville is near the present frontier, and a 
deputation from Sarrebourg, in Lorraine, was to attend 
the ceremony ; therefore it was probably thought best to 
avoid stirring up bitter feelings against Germany. 

DENMARK.—The Rigsdag (Parliament) was closed 
on the 4th inst. by royal decree. A dtfference on fi- 
nancial matters has existed between that body and the 
Ministry, which is probably the reason for this action. 

ENGLAND.—The London /ost# says that large 
iron works at Wolverhampton, employing about 1200 
men, is be closed because the enforcement of 
the eight-hours system by the workmen has resulted 
in continuous loss to the proprietors. 

Ecyrt.—A war has been for some time’ in progress 
‘between Egypt and Abyssinia. It is now said that 


peace will probably be concluded, as the King of Shoa) Fort Randall, where subsistence would be cheaper. 
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has captured Gondar, and consequently the Abyssinian 
army has been withdrawn from the Egyptian frontier. 
The treaty proposed will cede no territory to Abyssinia, 
but will provide for a reduction of Egyptian export 
duties. 


DomeEstic.—The Secretary of the Treasury has 
issued the 45th call for the redemption of 5-20 bonds 
of 1865. e amount called in is $10,000,000, of 
which $500,000 are registered bonds, and they are to 
be paid on and after Seventh month sth. The Secre- 
tary has also ordered that $10,000,000 of legal tender 
notes received in exchange for silver, be withdrawn 
from the general Treasury balance, where it has been 
placed in compliance with a joint resolution of Con. 
gress, and that it be kept only for the redemption of 
silver coin. This is regarded as a measure toward 
specie resumption, as it practically withdraws that 
amount of legal tenders from circulation. 

The continued success of the placing of the 4% per 
cent. loan, it is stated, induces Secretary Sherman to 
consider favorably the propriety of withdrawing the 
balance yet unplaced, $160,000,000, and funding the 
remainder in 4 per cent. long-time bonds. Legislation 
by Congress will be necessary to carry these views into 
effect. 

On the roth inst. pursuant to the order issued last 
week, the U. S. troops were withdrawn from the State 
House at Columbia, South Carolina, and simultan- 
eously, Chamberlain issued an address to the Republi- 


| cans of the State, reasserting his title to the office of 


Governor, but saying that by the President’s decision 
and action he finds himself unable to maintain his 
official rights with the prospect of final success, and 
he is unwilling to prolong a struggle which can only 
bring further suffering upon those who engage in it. 
After a recital of the circumstances of the recent po- 
litical contest, and an argument against the action of 
the President, although the motives and purposes of 
that action are admitted to be honorable and patriotic, 
he announces that he will no longer actively assert 
his right. The other Republican State officers, on the 
same day. addressed a letter to Chamberlain, express- 
ing their admiration for his manner of maintaining his 
claims hitherto, and their conviction of the validity of 
his title, but counselling a discontinuance of the strug- 
gle. By correspondence between Hampton aud Cham- 
berlain, 12 o’clock on the 11th was fixed as the time 
when the latter would formally give up possession of 
the Executive Chamber and records. No disturbance 
has occurred. 

The Louisiana Commission reached New Orleans 
on the sth, and have since been diligently engaged in 
fulfilling the object of their appointment, by confer- 
ences with both claimants of the Governorship, the 
two Legislatures, the Judges of both Supreme Courts, 
and delegations representing various classes of citizens, 
from whom they sought information as to the actual 
political condition and public feeling of the State. 

In Minnesota, women who are 21 years of age and 
citizens of the United States, now have the right to 
vote for all school officers, subject to the same require- 
ments of residence, &c., as are made for male voters 
at general elections. 


Information has been received from Gen. Crook 
that 1500 hostile Sioux are on their way to surrender, 
and were last heard from on the Fort Reno route; 
while the Cheyennes and Arapahoes under Crazy 
Horse are coming in on the west side of the Black 
Hills. Sitting Bull, refusing to yield, has gone to- 
wards the British Possessions. Gen. Sherman sug- 
gests that there may be too many Indians at Red 
Cloud and Spotted Tail Agencies, when these come 
in, to be fed and guarded economically, and that it 
would be well to remove them to the neighborhood of 





